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nominated two medical men—Dr Heberden and Mr Caesar
Hawkins—to see Wilkes and report upon his condition after the
parliamentary recess [January ipth, 1764]. Wilkes refused to
see Heberden and Hawkins; but he called in two other doctors,
and received from them a certificate. What that certificate said
is not known; for, knowing that the game was up, Wilkes
some rime about Christmas fled to France, where he quickly
found solace in the charms of a notorious prostitute named
Corradini, whom he was able to keep on the money regularly
sent to him by his friends in England.
When Parliament reassembled after the Christmas recess the
Speaker read a letter which he had received from Wilkes explain-
ing that he was not well enough to be in his place; and in support
of his explanation was forwarded a medical certificate signed by
two French doctors. The farce had been carried too far: it was
clear that Wilkes was malingering in order to evade the authority
of the House. In vain did his friends urge that the matter ought
to be postponed: on January 20th, after a stormy sitting, Wilkes
was expelled from the House.
The attack did not end there. Once Number XLV had been
defined as a seditious libel, and An Essay on Woman as an impious
blasphemy, the Government had instituted legal proceedings
against Wilkes on charges which specified that he was responsible
for the printing and publishing of these obnoxious publications.
The case came up for trial before Justice [later Chief Justice]
Mansfield on February 2ist, 1764. Wilkes entered a defence;
but he was convicted, and when he did not appear to receive
sentence he was outlawed [November ist, 1764],
How had the King behaved during those trying months?
In answering this question much has to be left to inference.
There is no doubt that he welcomed all the moves which were
made to remove Wilkes from the political scene. George loathed
all demagogues: his deep religious convictions compelled him
to abhor the kind of blasphemy and obscenity which Wilkes
indulged in. A King of lesser political ability might have been
disposed personally to interfere in the proceedings taken against
Wilkes. George held himself regally aloof, and left the matter
entirely in his Ministers' hands. But one thing had impressed
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